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2013-CAOOOSl 
Paul "Gus" Smithhisler 
Ohio Department of Natural Resources 
Misrepresentation; Improper Billing by Vendor 
November 10, 2014 

This correspondence responds to the above report. This letter is intended to 
address ODNR's compliance with the recommendations set forth at page seven of 
that report. 

In response to recommendation number one, ODNR has reviewed the actions of 
employee Paul Smithhisler. ODNR' s investigative file is not yet fully 
implemented. But Mr. Smithhisler's conduct was outside of his employment 
authorization. Accordingly, it is expected that some level of employee discipline 
will ensue as a result of this follow up investigation. ODNR will supplement this 
update once that employment action is finalized. 

With respect to items two and three of the recommendations, these involve 
compliance with ODOT processes for implementing and changing future joint 
paving projects. ODNR has met on several occasions with ODOT following the 
receipt of this investigation. Management processes are fully implemented that 
will ensure ODNR's compliance with ODOT's contract processes in regard to 
these future joint agency projects. 

With respect to item four, within the next month, ODNR will meet with the 
subject vendor, Strawser Construction, as to the necessity of strict detailed billing 
compliance in the future. Further, ODNR's internal review of the conduct of the 
employee Smithhisler has confirmed the existence of current operating protocols 
that will ensure that detailed billing information is provided relative to any future 
such paving projects. 

Office of the Director • 2045 Morse Rd • Columbus, OH 43229-6693 • ohiodnr.com 

~".': 
(/'} 

-r,J 

~t=j 
'~ ; -"'! 

-1-~1 
C:>--
;::Jc: 

~~--~ 



Randall J. Meyer 
January 9, 2015 
Page2 

I trust that this information is useful to you in regard to the closure of this 
investigation. If there are questions regarding this correspondence, please contact 
me. 
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